
































































































































86 Colour Symbolism

humans as can be seen from the following picture that was the basis for an
intensive discussion with Friedrich Schiller (see Fig. 65).

Fig. 65: The circle of the colours in relationship to the four temperaments. The
writing on this picture is F. Schiller’s.12

In order to get acquainted with the symbolism of the six colours of the
rainbow, it is helpful to follow Goethe’s reflections. These six colours can
be divided into three basic colours (red, blue and yellow) and three
mixtures of these basic colours (green, orange and violet). The three basic
colours can be arranged on a circle, as shown in figure 66.

2 O, Kritz (ed.), Goethe und die Naturwissenschaften, p. 172.

Colour Symbolism 87

Fig. 66: The three basic colours arranged on a circle.

In between the basic colours we have the mixture of these colours.
Again arranged on a circle we get the following sequence, which brings all
the colours of the rainbow into view (see Fig. 67).

Fig. 67: The six colours of the rainbow can be arranged on a circle and connected
to the changing qualities of the sun, as a symbol of human consciousness.

The arrangement of the sequence yellow, orange, red, violet, blue and
green in the way given above (Fig. 67) allows a comparison with the
course of the sun. This has proved to be a helpful analogy. The inspiration
































































































































































